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=DZ=! * E 5 E Papers (for th 
2 7 main Subpance of them } 
15 were written ſome Years 
ago, 70 check the Atheiſtical 
Pr i concerning Providence, which 
prevail in theſe Times, to the great De- 


cay of Chr iſtian Pi ety. They may 2 


Ferve as a Supplement to the Sermon E 


which I pul af Yer, as the 
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5 4 4 Diſcourſe preparatory to the Religious 90 
: Obſervance of the Faſt, ke Feb. 6, 1756. 
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3 enter more fully and. clo oſely into that 
| SubjeB, than would. have conf Ned with 


the Views of that f or t and plain Diſ- 
courſe : And as a freſb Occaſion offers, 


70 call our Attention to every Thought 


which the Belief of | a governing Provi- 


dence - ſuggehs ; | 311 aße 2 will not be 
| judged wnſeaſq 2 17 


EAR AT UM. 


1a f. 18. liz. f and'6 from the Belem, we Wards lun 
1 unknown ſoul Ay Places. 5 | 


lo governs the World, 
as it Is the moſt natural 18, with- 


Obie. The firſt Mars fa 
nothing but what was great and wonderful. 

Themſelves brought into the World they knew 

not how, The heavenly Bodies ſhining with 
Splendor, and moving above them in regular 

| B Order ; ; 


Sciences grew. 


When the Head that contrived them, and the 


| 1 2 
Order the Sun ruling the Day ; ; and the Moon 


and the Stars governing the Night. The 


Earth under them bringing forth Trees, and 


; Plants, and Fruits, i in an almoſt infinite Variety, 


and all of them ſubſervient to the Uſe of Man; 


Which, as they could not but aſcribe to ſome 


intelligent Cauſe, ſo neither could the leaſt 


Suſpicion enter into their Minds, either that 
Government was not, as neceſſary to preſerve _ 
the Order and, Harmony « of the Univerſe, as 
it was to eltabli 
vernment of. the World could be in any other 
Hand, than the Hand of him that made it. 


l , firſt; $f that the Go- 


iy. 


But when Experience had opened to them the 
Powers of natural. Bodies 3. when Arts and 
1 UP»; and they ſaw Machines 
contrived by; human; Skill, exhibiting Motions 


and Effects ſumilar to thoſe which they ob- 
ſerved in Nature, by the Impulſe of Matter 
upon Matter. And when they faw ſuch Ma- 


chines, regulaily , exhibiting ſuch Motions, 


Hands that, put them together, had nothing 


3 farther, to fo with them: This raiſed a Con- 
ceit that ſuch. Machines were the Pattern of 
the World; and that as a Clock or a Watch 

(i, Inſtance) will thew the Hour of the 


Day, 


. 
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Day, without any farther Interpoſition of the 
Artificer that made it, in Virtue of its original 
Frame and Conſtitution; ſo Nature, in virtue 
of its original Frame and Conſtitution, may 
and does produce every Effect which we 


fee about us without any farther Interpoſition 
of God. 


Tuar the ordinary Courſe of Things is 


carried on by the Laws of Mechaniſm (that 
is by Matter impelling Matter) there can 


be no Queſtion. © All” Experience ſhews 
it. But no Machine is or can be /imply 


and abſolutely mechanical; for mechanical 


Cauſes and Effects cannot ge backward 

forever; but ſomething you müſt come to 
at laſt, which is woT- mechanical. In a 
Clock, or a Watch, the ſeveral Move- 
ments proceed upon mechanical Laws ; but 
the Weight of the Lead; or Elaſticity lf the 
Spring, which put them in Motion, are not 
mechanical. Even ſol it is in the great Machine 


85 of the World, in- Which thete muſt be ſome- 


thing correſpondingito Weiglits or Spring 8, or 


all Motion muſt ſtop. Ahd Who is it that 


ſhall hang on its Weights; st draw them up r 
ws and ſhall u keep the Springs from unfold- 
Argh þ- „ B 2 | | ing? 


[4] 


ing? If you can find any Cauſe equal to this 


but God, ſhew it to me. 


 Wurarl have ald comes to this, viz. that 
Philoſophy can never (abſolutely) ſeparate 
God from his Works. We mult have him in 
the Sky, to hold the Planets in their reſpective 
Orbits. We muſt have him in the Earth and 
in the Seas, to keep them within their proper 
Bounds'y and in one Word, we muſt have him 


throughout the whole Syſtem of Nature to 
ſupport and maintain that d RAVTTATING 


FoRc# which gives Conſiſtency and Stability 


to all material Subſtances, without which 


Mechaniſm itſelf would ceaſe, and the whole i 
Frame of the Univerſe fall in Pieces. But this 


does not come up to the full Notion of a 


governing Providence; by which we under- 
ſtand ſueb a Providence as directs viſible and 


ſenſible Things, ſo as to make them ſubſervient 
to the RA. Government of God, in the re- 


warding good and puniſhing bad Men in this 
World. This i is the ESSENTIAL Point in the 


preſent Queſtion ; the Manner of which diffe- 5 


rent Writers have explained in different Ways. 


Some have Recourſe to the Fore-knowledge of 
God, and by its Aid think they can reconcile 


a. governing Providence with the Notion of an 
unchangeable 
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unchangeable Series of Cauſes and Effects eſta- 
bliſhed from the Foundation of the World. I 
meddle not with theſe Speculations ; which, 
whether right or wrong, are of no Uſe, in the 
Queſtion, The moſt familiar, and (I believe). 
the true Notion is, that God governs this 
World, not by tying himſelf down to ſtated 
Rules, but by varying his Meaſures pro re nata, 
as the Exigencies of his Government require. 
1 ſee nothing in this repugnant to the Majeſty 4 
of God, unleſs you think, (with the Epicu- 
reans of old) that it puts more Work into his 
Hands than it is fit for him to attend to.— 


But you are at Liberty to judge of this as you 


pleaſe, provided you agree that God so di- 
rects the Operations of natural Cauſes; as to 
make them the Inſtruments of his Favour: to 
good Men, and of his Diſpleaſure againſt 
Sinners. This is a Principle in which all Re- 
ligions agree; and we are now to ſee upon 
what Ground it ſtands, and "ou what: Eves 
1 Goes! e, SO: Troy 


$1 ; a | TIF of a 8 
n herd: it, . PR 1 that 


common Experience and Obſervation will 
yield us but ſmall Aſſiſtance. 80 far other 


5g wiſe, that, even to the ' Offence | of ſome 
good Men, in the ordinary Courſe of Things, 


all 


41 itt 


- 
—— — ——— — — — 


(6] | 
all Things happen alike to all, or good 
Men ſuffer whilſt the Wicked proſper. My 
Feet were almoſt. gone, my Treadings had well 
nigh flipped. And why?. I was grieved at the 
Wicked ; Ido alſa fee the Ungodly in ſuch Proſpe- 
rity, &c. Pl. lxxiiz But the firſt Notice 


which Mankind had of a governing Provi- 

dence was God's own; Manifeſtation. of it by 

MIRACLES ; ; the Hiſtory of which we read in 
the Old Teſt: ment. THERE, we have an Ac- 
count "of the L 
the Baniſhment, of Cain for the. Murder of his 
Brother: ; — Of the Tranſlation of Enoch as the 
| Reward. of his Righteouſneſs : — Of the 
Wickedneſs of the old World, and its De- 
ſtructiqn by the Deluge; Mob. and his F amily 15 


Joſs of. Paradiſe by Sin: — Of 


only excepted, Who, by the Eminency of his 


Piety obtained.the Fayour of God to be the Fa- 
ther of the new One... When this new World 
revolteã i from God, and run into, Idolatry ; we 


ſee Abraham called. out to be the Head of a 


might) Nation, which, grew up and flourithed 


by a per -petual Serigs of the moſt wonderful 


Providences ; governed by. Laws of God's own 


Appointinend, with, Promiſes of Protection and 
Bleſſing, ſo long as they ſhould be obedient; 


and Thr reatning: of Miſchief and Deſtruction _: 1 


they 


171 
they fell off from Him to ſerve other Gods, 
which, in the Event, were punctually veri- 
fied. This was a viſible and ſtanding Evidence 
of a governing Providence; and from this ori- 
ginal Source this Doctrine ſpread itſelf through- 
out the whole human Race, and became a 
received Principle in the Heathen World, as 
well as among the People of God. The Hea- 
then Nations looked upon their Idol-Gods, as 
their Protectors or Avengers ; ; and there was a 
Foundation for it in the true Religion which 
had obtained from tlie beginning. Now as 
all the falſe Religions that have ever been» 
were but Corruptions of the original true Re- 
ligion, the moſt general and leading Principles 
of which were prefetyed, though blended with 
a Variety of Errors; it is natural to ſuppoſe, 
that thoſe who firſt went off to Idolatry, and 
had learned from the Experience of. former 
Ages, that God was not an idle Spectator of 
human Things, but had orrEN interpoſed to 
reward the good, and puniſh the bad, tranſ- 
ferred this Character of the ſupreme Being 5 
to their falſe Gods, and conceived THEM to 
bed their Rewarders and Puniſliets whom they 
had made the Objects of their Worſhip; or 
rethery that having firſt removed their r Truſt 


in 


* * * N 
* — — — — —— — — 
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in God, and placed it upon inferior Beings, 
they transferred that Worſhip to the Creature 
which was due to the Creator only; upon 


this Maxim, that THERE are our Services due 


FROM WHENCE our Protection comes. 


Vu ſes thanghe fu Ni eh Doctrine 


of a governing Providence. Mankind were not 
left to find it out for themſelves, by Reaſoning 
and Speculation upon common Events (which 
had been leaving them to grope in the Dark for 
What, in all Likelihood, they would have never 
come at) but God manifeſted himſelf from the 
very firſt as the Avenger of Wickedneſs, and as 
the Rewarder of good Men in this World. To 
What End? Why not to diſtribute IMpARTIAL | 
Jusricx in this World, but so FAR forth on- 
ly to reward or puniſh as ſhould be neceſſary 
to his Government in this World; to which an 
impartial, viſible, Adminiſtration of Juſtice is 


neither neceſſary nor ſuitable. Had God in- 


tended an impartial Adminiſtration of juſtice 
in the Work of his Providence, it would have 
been ſo ordered that no righteous Man, ſhould 
have failed of his Reward in this World; nor 
any wicked Man eſcaped the Puniſhment due 


to his Crimes. But the Scripture undertakes 
5 5 for 


191 
for no ſuch Matter. It ſhews the direct con- 
trary. In the Caſe of Cain and Abel the righte- 
ous Man was cut off from the Earth, whilſt 
the Murderer was ſufferd to live; from which 
firſt Example of this Species of Wickedneſs, 
many others ſprang, till at laſt the whole Earth 
was filled with Violence; by which there is 
no Room to doubt, but that many good Men 
were deſtroyed, whilſt many bad ones were 
ſuffered to fill up the Meaſure of their Days, 
who were as wicked as thoſe whom the Flood 
ſwept away. And in this there was nothing 
but what has more or leſs been common in all 
Times ever ſince. But amidſt all this Inequa- 
lity, the great End of Providence was ſuffici- 
ently Preſerved; which what it was we 
may gather from what God ſaid to Pharaoh | 
by his "Fan Moſes, when he was ſent 
to him to threaten that he would bring all 
his Plagues upon bis Heart; —— and in very 
deed for this Cauſe bave I raiſed thee up for to 
teu in tbee my Power, and that My NAME 
MAY BE DECLARTD throughout all the Earth. 
Exod. ix. 14. — 16. Whatever Notices of a 
Future State God may have given to Mankind 
from the Beginning; ſomething was always 


- neceflary as a Page Reſtraint to Wickedneſs. 


C And 


2 5 7 - Ps 
m I" « 
S : 


[ 10 ] 


And this was the End of theſe. Interpoſitions, 


to let the World underſtand, that he took No- 
tice of their righteous or unrighteous Deeds ; 
that he had Power to vindicate the Honour = 


his Laws; and that he would do ſo whenever 


he ſaw | proper Occaſions for "a Which Prin- 


ciple, when once eſtabliſhed in the Hearts of 


$25 


Men, ſtood as a conſtant Check upon them 


to reſtrain them from, din, and A powerful 


> TIOMI 


Move, when they Gros at any en efeud. 


E N. 
i Ft them bac il Fu OH 4 ntance. 
3 211 101 x ot 


IRACULOUS Tnterpolitions, w were "not. i in- 


\& ©. 
"2 10 x 


5 to be perpetual, or permanent ; but God's 
Providence 25 not to ceaſe. And therefore God 


917: 1 


took Care to inform 1 us, that, what he e did viſibly : 


: by N Miracles he Would allo do j in the ordinary 
: Courle of Th ings by the ſecret, inviſible Direc- 
tion of natural Sol The Scriptures, are ſo 
full of this Notion, that it it would be endleſst to be 


particular. Read only t the 28th Chapter of the 


g Book of Deuteronomy, Where) vou will. ſee all 
| the Powers of Nature ſummoned, as .his In- 
5 ſtruments to execute the Purpoſes of his Will; 
to the Good, in national Proſperity, — in 
domeſtic Comforts. — in Safety from their 
Enemies, — in fruitful Seaſons, = — in a nu- 


merous 


15 lurk under 


F 
merous Offspring; with an Abundance of all 
Things. To the Bad, in the Reverſe of all 


. 


this, "national Diſtreſſes, - — Indigence, — 


Poverty, — - Slavery, _ Deſtructions or Mo- 
leſtations of every Kind, — - by War, - — by 
Famine, — by all Sorts, of Diſeaſes ; Con- 
ſumptions, Fevers, Toflammations, the Emrods, 
the Scab, the Itch, Cc. from whence nothing 
leſs can be underſtood than that the molt com- 
mon and fatniliar Events of Life are under ; 
| God's Direction, and by him uſed as Inſtru- 
ments, either for the Hurt or for the Good 
of Men. This Notion alſo prevailed a among the 
Heathens, of which y you will fee a "hprt Proof 5 
in the - 28th Chapter « of the At 3s of the Apoſtles, 
. wer. 4. * is no Miracle Ao a Viper ſhould 
ler a Heap of Sticks and bite a Man: 
And yet when the Inhabitants of Melita 
(hom the facred Hiſtorian calls A barbaraus : 
2 People) law the Viper faſtning on St. Paul s 
Fand, they cried out, 10 doubt this, Man, 16-6. 
Murderer, "whom, though be bath eſcaped, the 
Sea, yet Vengeance fu ret) » not to live, Theſe 
Hing were Wrong in their Concluſion; 
for they kes nething f St. Paul, whether be 
Was or Was not a Murderer ; but from what 
ay aw only. concluded concerning his Sin ; 


os Ca Which 


4 12 ] 
which ; is bad Reaſoning, and * worſe Divinity. 
But ſtill, it ſhewed their Beligf of a, ſecret 


vindictive Providence, which was ſo univerſal, 
that there was not a Corner of the Earth where 


it did not prevail, And this was the Founda- 
tion of their whole Demon-worſhip for they 


conſidered theſe Demons as the Diſpenſers of 
tempora al Things. In tr uth, the Belief of a 
fſecret, directing Providence, 1 is the Foundation 
_ of all religious Worſhip, whether true or falſe. 


When we pray for our daily Bread, what do 


We aſk but God's Bleſſing upon the Earth to 
| yield. to us her Fruits.'in due Seaſon? When 
we ſay Grace at our common Meals (if that 
by many is not thought too great, an Honour 
to the Supreme Being) what do we leſs than 
recognize his Sovereign Power, and i 
huis Aid to ſanctify our Food to the Suſtenance 


r pplore 


and Refreſhment of our Bodies? This diſ- 
claims every Notion of natural Cauſes and Ef- 


 feQts that ſhuts out God; and ſuppoſes bis Con- 


currence and Cooperation, directing the Ope- 
rations of Nature. Again; when we pray for 


the Graces and W of the Soul, what do 


Io 
| 3144 1 E IMS 


F - . 5 * R & .% Ca . 


* See this Point ſpoken to in the 3 Diſenoſe 


L 13 ] 


we aſk but his Aid to ſtrengthen the good Diſ- 
poſitions of our Hearts, and ſo to direct and 
order Things, whether viſible or inviſible, that 
we may be kept out of the Way of Tempta- 
tions; or, if they beſet, and fall upon us, that we 
may be able to refiſt and overcome them? But 
this ſuppoſes the Superintendency « of God over 
us ; ſeeing our Dangers; knowing our Strength 
and our Weakneſs ;/ and adminiſtring Help to 
us as the Variety” of Circumſtances: makes 3 it 
 fitand proper. And if this is true, our Wor- 
ſhip will be a juſt and a reaſonable Ser- 
vice. But if theſe are vain Words, then is 
our Worſhip alſo vain; then every one that 
goes into his Cloſet to pray; then all, evetyß 
where over the Face of the whole Earth; Who 
are calling upon the Moſt High God, are as 
uſeleſsly and abſurdly employed, as they would 
be if they were falling down before Images 
of Wood or Stone, in whom there is no Power 
to help; nor Senſe, or Apprehenſion of what 
their blind Votaries e eg ) tis 920951 


b it is is eb for God 7 855 to direct 5 
natural Cauſes to the Hurt or to the Benefit of 
Man, there can be no Doubt; for Man him- 
"ks can do the ſame Thing in a Degree, and 

within 


[ 54 ] 


within his Sphere. Upon the Foot of a Series 
of Cauſes and Effects pre-eſtabliſhed from the 


Beginning, there ſeems to be ſome Difficulty 
in the Queſtion.” But if you ſuppoſe that God 
fo acts by ſtated Rules, as to have left himſelf 

at Liberty to interpoſe when he ſees proper, 
all will be plain and eaſy. For, ſuppoſe a Ball 
rolling upon a Plane, and by its natural Gra- 
vitation cartied towards à certain Point; might 
not you, by the lighteſt Touch of your Finger, 
_ puſh-it towards another Point where it might 
cruſh; a Horm? And is it not 45 eaſy, think 
vou, for God to direct a Meteor Aying! in the 
Air, fo that it hall burn your Houſe, or ſtrike 
you dead, which; hid it been left to its natural 
Direction, wo 


11d! have fallen ſorniewhere elſe, 
and done no Harm? You dirdet the Element 


of Fireeithier to warm or to confunit'; the Ele- 


ments of the Hir or Mater, to cheriſh or to 
aunoy : But Gor” MADE theſe very Ele- 


ments which you only arrL u. to your Uſe, 
ad is HIMSELP | THAT" VERY FoRcE 
by which they ſerve” you; which he can 
ſuſpend, dbwert, encreaſe, or diminiſh, to your 
Hurt, or to your God, juſt as ks pleaſes, 


Are the elemental or ſubterraneous Fires 


bound up! He can let them loofſe. Are they 


broke 


{ 15 ] 


broke looſe ? He can collect them as in the 
Hollow of his Hand. And all this without un- 
hingeing the general Syſtem, and without any 
viſible Tokens to us, that he is at all con- 
cerned, though, in Truth he is a the. rope 5 
Agent. 8 e 


It the ſame way we may explain how God 
may direct not only the Motions of thè inani- 
mate and paſſiye Part of the Creation, to make 
them Inſtruments, to carry on the Work of his 
Providence, but alſo the Haarts of Mn, which 
the Scripture tells us are in the Hand f God 
as the Rivers off Water; and this without de- 


 Rroying, the Freedom! of human Actions: 


Becauſe every free Act of a Rational, Agent WM 
determined: by Circumſtances which are al- 
ways in the Hand of God. The Diſpoſitions 
and Reſolutions of Men are apt to vary from 
themſelves, according to the different Turn or 
Flow of their Spirits, or the different Circum- 
ſtances and Situation i in Lita. . as to Health os. 
Sickneſs, Stren 1gth or Weakneſs, Joy or Sorrow: 
And by the Direction of-theſe God may raiſe 
Enemies or create Friends; ſtir up Wars or 
make Peace; to the Preſervation, or the De- 
ſtruction, of Men, of Families, or of whole 


Nations. 
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Nations. In all theſe Caſes the Interpoſitions 
of God are as truly Variations from the ſtated 
Courſe of Things, as in the Caſe of Miracles. 


But there is this eſſential Difference between 
them, that Miracles being intended as Evidence, 
muſt fall under the Notice of Senſe, with : 


the other, not * ip Wel. need not to do. 8 


Bor 1 muſt OR, upon this Aguwent; 
that ſo far as the Evidence of a governing 


Providence ſtands upon the Authbrity of the 
Scriptures, it is not calculated to convince Un- 


34 gagfts 


believers; and the proper. Uſe of this Obſer- 


vation is to ſhew. the great Evil of Unbelief, | 

which in this (as in many other neceſlary 
Points) places Men out of the Reach of Con- 
viction. Mere natutal Arguments, will ſcarce 


be ſufficient to ſatisfy ſuch, as theſe: But if 


where Nature fails Revelation ſupplies the De- 
fect, we are bound to attend to it at our Peril. 


It is not my Buſineſs at preſent to juſtify Reve- 


lation; 1 will only defire thoſe who reject it to 
| conſider in what Light they ſtand as Men of 
Reason. They will not believe the Scrip- 
| tures which declare a governing Providence. 
Why will they not believe it ? If they would 


give a reaſonable Anſwer, they muſt ſay, be- 
cauſe there is not Evidence enough to ſupport 


m eir 


. 
their Authority. And yet in Diſparagement 
of the Scripture they admit a Point which 
ſtands upon xo Evidence at all. For their 
MECHANICAL SYSTEM, which is the Engine 
by which they throw out a governing Provi- 
dence, is a mere Preſumption. It is in the Na- 
ture of it incapable of Proof! From whence 
fhould the Evidence ariſe? Were you preſent 
when God laid the Foundations Of the Earth? 
Were you privy to his Counſels? Or do. you 
now ſee, or can you ſhe w, that original Cauſe; 
or thoſe { ori inal Cauſes, eſtabliſhed by God at 


the Creation, from which all the various Ef- 2} 


fects in Nature may be deduced, and into 
| which they ey may mechankealiy be reſolved? 
Can you u ſhew the immediate Cauſe of Light- 
ning, or of Rain, or of 3 any other common 
natural Effect, and from tlie immediate Cauſe 
g0 back to the ſecond; from the ſecond to the 
third; = 10 upward till you come to the laſt 
Link of t the Chain which hangs immediately 
Upon the Supreme Being? ? This may be done 


in the Works 8 of Art; in pl Clock, or in a 
Watch. An Artiſt will ſhew you the De- 


pendence of all the Monuments upon each 
other, from the Wheel Which moves the 
Hand that | potnts out the Hour ; to the Power 

2 that 


[18] 
that is moved immediately by the Weight or 
Spring. And when you are 2s well acquainted 
with the Fabrick of the World, as you are, or 
may be, acquainted with the Structure of a 
Clock or a Watch; you will be qualified to talk 
of your Chain of mechanical Cauſes and Ef- 
fects. But alas! the utmoſt Stretch to which 
the inoſt improved Philoſophy will carry us, is 
but ſkimming” the Surface of Things, and in 
its Progreſs backward from the immediate vi- 
fible, towards the ficſt inviſible; Cauſe; in one 
or two Removes it commonly finds its Period 
beyond Which it cannot go. But if you ſee 
not the whole Chain of Cauſes and Effects 
from the Beginning to the End, and how each 
Link hangs upon the other; it will be im- 
poſſible for you to know nett the immediate 
Agency of the Supreme Being ends, and the 
Operations of mechanical Cauſes begin. It. is 
very eaſy for a Man to ſay, or to fancy that 
the laſt unknowh ' me echanical Cauſe,” depends 
upon ſome knc nown. Cauſe Which is alſo me- 


chanical : Put Prog, is the Thing called for; 
8 and Proof there is none. | 


IL AvING then 14 as 1. to . 
in their | own Senſe, and to follow their own. 


Heart's 


[ 19 ] Eo 
Heart's Imaginations ſo long as God ſhall 
ſuffer them; I turn my Diſcourſe to ſe- 
rious Chriſtians, whoſe Buſineſs it is, and 


whofe Wiſdom it will, always be, to apply the. 


Doctrine of a governing Providence to its 
— 5 12 
proper, intended Uſe, the RxroRMATION of 


their Lives, God worketli not now by Mi- 


racles but in ſo. ſecret. a manner, that he 
ſmites us when we diſcern not his Hand; 
upon which Account | ſome have rejected 


all religious Application or, Uſe of the 


Works of Providence in ap ordinary State 


the World, and think themſelves to be no- 


thing at all concerned with what happens to 
a whether Good or Evil, But this muſt be 
guarded againſt as a dangerous Extream, and 
a very fooliſh, one too. For what if you can- 
2 not * * certainly diſtinguiſh, thoſe Calcs where 
8 115 God 
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* But ſtrong, Probabilities, may ariſe. Han Archbiſhop 
Tillofon,, « The Hand of God doth ſometimes as by a 


200 Finger point at the Sin "which it t deſigns to puniſh ; B 29 


hen temat kable Punifhments follow viſlbly upon noto 


4 rious Sins; when the Sinner is puniſhed flagrante crimine 
« in the very Act and Heat of his Sin; when ſome great 
ce and clamorous Impiety calls down ſome. more imme. 
e diate and ſudden Judgment from Heaven; when a Sin 
4 18 puniſhed | in its own Kind, with a Judgment ſo plain- 
c& ly 
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God acts by ſpecial Interpoſition, from thoſe 
where he acts by the ſimple Operations of 
; | natural 

3 FOE (15 3G1X0 


8 
— 
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_- 


—_— 


«Ty ſuited to it, that the Puniſhment. « carries the very 


Mark and Signature of the Sin upon it; as in the Caſe 
« of Adonixehech, who was forced to acknowledge that 


* as he had done, ſo God had requittd him, (Judg. i. 7.) and 


ce as in the known Story of Pajazet, Who haying been a 


« cruel and barbarous Tyrant, Was puniſhed in his own 


„ Kind, by falling into the Hands of TFamerlain, who 


=> uſed him with the ſame Inſolence and Cruelty which 


< he had exerciſed towards others. In ſuch Caſes as theſe 
ewe do reaſonably collect that ſuch a Judgment was, pro- 


* bably, ſent for, tuck 2 Sin. 5 See the laſt ame, pt: the laſt 
Volume | 
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To this 1 will beg Lane to 400 a very remarkable In- 


| Nance, which” happened about three Years ago, at 


Deviſes | in Wiltſhire, 


Three Women bargained for a certain IE of 
Corn; and when the Price of it was to be paid, one of 


them fraudulently, ſecreted her Quota ; with which be- 


ing charged by the other two, ſhe proteſted with the molt : 


ſolemn Aſſeverations that ſhe had paid her Money ; and 
prayed that, if ſhe did not ſpeak Truth, Cod would im- 


mediatoly Alrike her dead. The Words were ſcarce out of 


ner Mouth when ſhe dropped down dead; and the Money 
was found in her Poſſeſſion. A Memorial of this ex- 


traordinary Event now ſtands written upon a painted 


Board fixed up at the Market Croſs, where the Thing g 
happen'd ; and I ſubmit | it to the common Senſe of Man- 


kind, 


I 21 1 
natural Cauſes? You are ſure (if you believe 
the Scripture) that there are ſuch Caſes, and 
there may. be more of them than you imagine. 
You ſee Wickedneſs prevailing ; you ſee Mi- 
ſery or Deſtruction following at its Heels, If 
you doubt whether God be ſpecially concerned 
in this, I will not cenſure you, provided you 
BEHAvx as if you doubted not. The Scrip- 
ture directs to this Conduct in reſpect both of 
the Good and the Evil of this Life. As an 
Example I will point out to you the Hiſto- 
ry of Joſe eb. The Hatred of his Brethren, 
— their ſelling him to the Indelites, who 


carried him into Egypt, and ſold him to Poti- - 


phar; His Advancement in Poli phar s Houſe, 
and afterwards i in Pharaoh's Court; — The Fa- 
mine in Canaan, and Jacob's ſending his Sons 
into Egypt to buy Corn, &c. have nothing in 
them that vi points out the Hand of Pro- 


vidence, but are all of them natural Incidents, . 


hanging the one upon the other, according to 
the common Courſe. of Things; yet | Foſeps 
: EIT . 
kind, whether this, and ſuch like Inſtances PISA of „ 
which occur in all Hiſtory) are not a very ſtrong, pre- 


ſumptive Evidence, from FACT): for the Truth of a 
di recting Pr rovidence, 


— 
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refers the whole Matter, from the Beginning 
to the End to the Providence of God. Be not 
grieved nor angry with yourſelves that ye ſold 
me hither ; for Gop did ſend me before you, 
to preſerve you a Poſterity in the Earth, and to 


fave your Lives by a great Deliverance. Gen. 
xlv. 5 — 8. But what ſay the ten Brethren 
among themſelves when Joſe þb had ſent them 
to Priſon; We are Defy guilty concerning our 


Brother, in that We ſaw the Anguiſh of his 
Soul, hen he bifought us, and we would not 
hear; FHEREPORE 18 this Diſtreſs Corte upon 


15. Tuxxpre oRE his Blood is required. Chap. 
Elif. 21, 22. What fay they to Foſeph when 
the Cup Was found in Benjamin's 8 Sack? God 
bath found out the Tniquity of thy Servants. 
Chap. xliv. 16. Theſe Men, on both Sides, 
ſpoke according to the Maxims of the Reli- 


gion in which they had been bred. Joſepb 


ſaw the Goodneſs of God in the Preſervation 
N of his Family. His Brethren, conſcious of 


their. Gullt, conſeſs the Juſtice of what had 


now. tafallen them, which they conſider as a 


Punfthment inflicted by the Hand of Provi- 


dencs. * And where would be the Harm if 


” upon 
* Ye Bala Fas Anti iq. F 5. 134 Where (ſpeak- 
ing of the Dr idr) he ſays, — From any remarkable 
| Incident 


1 23 ] 


upon every Calamity that befalls him, a Man 
ſhould: look into his own Conduct, and if, 
knowing himſelf. guilty in ſome material In- 
ſtance, he ſhould ſay to. himſelf in the ſame 
Language — — the Lord bath found out mine Ini 


quity,— therefore i 7s this Diſtreſs come upon me.— 
Would he be the worſe Man? Would he not 


have before him a very feeling Motive to lead 
him to Repentance ? Call not this Pręſumprion? 
For by 1 ſuch Expreſſions as theſe Nobody pre- 
| tends to any certain, poſitive, Knowledge of 

God's ſecret Purpoſes (which, in this Queſtion, 
s the only culpable Senſe of the word Pręſump- 
tion) they are rather ſignificant, of thoſe Ap-- 
- prebe/e ons, ORE or Ming whah na- 


try 271 4:0! 0h10. 


« ken „ any r Aion, ei. 


What the SPPERSTITIOUS nNoW-a-Jays ate apt to call a 


« JoupomentT from Heaven, the would infer, the, An- 
* ger of the Gods. 1 wiſh the Author hag cofrected 


this Paſſage. It is not SUPERSTITION to call Afflic- 
tions, or Misfortunes, Whether publick or private, when 


they fall upon wicked Nations, or upon wicked Men, 
8 JUDGMENTS from Heaven, The Scripture juſtifies the 
Expreſſion. And the Cuſtom of ſome unwary Writers in 


treating ſuch Matters (in the Groſs) as ſuperſtitious, has 


given too much Countenance to the Irreligion of the 
a preſent Times. 


ry rurally 


— 


Nigrerl 08 Xx 24 1 y 


turally atiſe from. God's 9 pid Fr Pr fe. to 
puniſh, Sin. For the fame. Reafon n neither Ne 
it be, Preſumption, it, when I les anther Man 
wicked and miſerable, I ſhould fay - God bath 
e fee onthe Moline of tap 
hath overtaten bims or. any (Fong to the fame 
Effect e e Ne y to cenfure him 
1 What! 1995 "Of byt to take Caution to 
1 Ces myſelf from, 4 bat 40 Ge | Much leſs would 
it he, judging uncharitaby, Fer to to judge ur 
£ haritably. of f another, 18 to 1 85 1 | 
than any kno V ) Evidence will, 2M rl to be; 
which Would, N be the « Cale, if from the 
Evil Which 1, fee, I ſhould 1925 the Sin of 
which In . nothing. o ſuff ering Evil Is 
no Evidence of din. 5 Bur 1 the Sin 
ſeen and known by its proper Evidence; When 
judge that che Evil which, follows is ſent as 
its Puniſhment 3 f neh Judgment hath nothing g 
to do with the May but with, Gon only, whom 
I. ſoppoſe to be executing his awn, righteous = 
* obo as manifeſted to us in his holy Word; 
in which, even. ſheuld 1 be en 1 My 
. en 
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We may pf tk God, greatly to our own | 
Har, by g giving him too little in the Govern- 

ment 
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ment of the World. There is no Hazard of 


our giving him 70 much ſo long as we give 


bim nothing that interferes with the Perfections 
of his Nature, or with the Liberty of the hu- 
man Will. Therefore the Scripture puts all 
T hings into his Hands, the Cod as well as the 


Evil: The firſt to engage our Love; the latter 
to alarm our Fears; and both to lead us to a 


true, acceptable Worſhip. His Bleſſings we 


are too apt to neglect; but his Judgments will 


call us back to ourſelves * we are not more 


ſenſeleſs than the Brutes; and therefo#t ate they 
ſent, as the Prop het ip eaks, Iſaiah - 1 / "i 
When thy Fallon Ire "in the Earth the h- 


boils if of the World dbill learn Righteouſn:ſs. 


In ſome Senſe God's Judgments are always in 
the Earth ; for not a Day or an Hour of a 

Day paſſeth, bat Evil, in yes Shape or other, 
haunteth the Sons of Men. But God's Judg- 
ments are emphatically ſaid to be in the Earth, 
when Evil prevails i in- 4 Manner, or to a De- 
gree uncommon; as when War, or Famine, 
or Peſtilenee rages, and Countries are depo- 

pulated and laid waſte in great Numbers, by 
theſe or other Cauſes. In theſe Caſes, when 

great and national Wickedneſſes lead the Way, 


it Is very natural to us to conſider ourſelves as 
. . under 


| Caſes, but, principally, becauſe: theſe Ev 
al chey are more ſurprizing, are à ſtron 


cog Ws 


[ 26 ] 
under the cotrecting Hand of God. and it is 


fit ye ſhould. do ſo; not, perhaps, becauſe 


we have more certain Evidence of a ſpecial 
Interpoſition in theſe than in many other 


4 85 


413 4 


Call upen, us to fecollect and attend to thoſe 


genural Notices, which Ged hath given us 
; CREW the Method of Phe dealing with 


„ And 4 K. wi 
key 199W 399 gt an 4. K jt 8 


ick Led Na tion S. gi 'e 
ä the Merits of Na- 


| 7 ore. than, of 51U3 7? Meg Meg, in : the 


— 


enof W Ay. rofſperity or Ad- 


verſieyz Tote: to foretel that God is juſt 


** 


Song! to drops ade, becauſe t ey are 


Bos wick 58 J 216 I) 


8 10 2 


engl lerve. it. 


1 ble B Buſi- 


. — ee dhe Sovereign Power of God 
cover all His Creatures, and to fear that Al- 
i mighty Being, who hath the Inſtruments 


both of A e, ae Pęſtruction in his 
Hand, and who, v eneyer he thinks fit to 
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